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THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) further moved that the blank
in the last line be filled in with the word
"January," and that the figure "4" in

the same, line be struck out, and the
figure " 5" inserted in lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause, ats amtended, agreed to.

First Schedule:
Put and passed.
Second Schedule:
MR. RANDELL moved, as an amiend-

ment, that the amount " five shillings,'
placed opposite the first item, be struck
out, and the amount " two shillings and
sixp~ence" be inserted in lieu thereof.
He said this and other charges in the
Schedule were too high for poor personis
to pay.

Amendment put and passed.
MR. RANDETL further moved that

the anmunt "two shillings and sixpence,"
placed opposite the second item, be struck
out, and the amount "one shilling" be
inserted in lien thereof.

Amendment put and passed,
Mu. RANDELL further moved that

the amount "1two shillings," placed oppo-
site the fifth item, be struck out, and the
amount "one shilling" be inserted in
lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed.
MR. RANDELL further moved that

the amnounut "five shillings," placed oppo-
site the sixth item, be struck out, and
the amount "1two shillings" be inserted
in lieu thereof.

Amendment put and negatived.
MR. RANDELL further moved that

the amiount " ten shillings," placed 01)130
site the seventh item, be struck out, and
the amount " five shillings " be inserted
in lieut thereof.

Amendment put and passed.
MR. LEAKE moved, as an amnend-

meont, that the amount ' two shillings,"
placed opposite the tenth item, be struck
out, and the amount "one shilling " be
jnserted in lieu thereof.

Amendment put and passed.
MR. RANDELT4 moved, as an amend-

ment, that the amo01ut "forty shillings,"
placed opposite the twelfth item, l)C
Struck og it, and the amlount ''twenty
shillings "'ic inserted in lit. thereof.

Amendment put and negatived.
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) moved, as an amnudmnt, that

the last item, "every registration of a
place of public worship, ten shillings," be
struck out.

Amendment put and passed.
Schedule, as amended, agreed to.
Third to tenth Schedules, inclusive, put

and passed.
Eleventh Schedule:
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) moved, ats an amendment, that
the words " (and under special License)"
be added after the word "1required,"
throughout the Schedule.

Amendment put and passed.
Scedule, ats amended, agreed to.
Preamble and title:
Agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

ADJOURNMTENT.

The House adjourned at 12 o'clock,
midnight.

Tuesday, 11th Septemb'er, 1894.

Loa, Bi (Xl,5M.OO0J i eowmittee-SnalL1 flcbts
Ordinance Bill: ill coummittoo-Adjnunmment.

THE SPEAKER took the chair at

2-SO p.m.

PRAYERS.

LOAkN BILL (flAO,OOO00).

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Sir-Before moving that you leave the
chair for the purpose of going into com-
mlittee On this Bill, I should like to
inform the House of the intention of the
Government with regard to the Schedule
of the Bill. We have listened attentively
to the observations of lion, members
on the occasion of the second read-
ing, and I maty say that we propose
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that the item " Schools, £20,000," shall
he struck out of the Schedule, when
we come to it. The Government pro-
pose to place a sum upon the Esti-
mates for the year sufficient, with the
Ibalance in band, for the requirements of
the year. In regard to thle item, " Rail-

wvay, to Collie Coalfields," the Government
do0 not propose to introduce, this session,
the special Act necessary for the con-
struction of that wvork; so that nothing
will be done in reg-ard to that railway
until we meet again, except to make mud
pci-feet the surveys that will b)e necessary
to give mnemlbers precise information in
regard to the route. That will give
members. another opportunity of discus-
sing the advisability of constructing this
railway, because, as members know,
unless a special Act is passed, the work
cannot be un dertaken. The Government,
however, propose to introduce this session
-and I give this iutimation in order to
take members entirely into the confidence
of the Government-we propose to intro-
duce this session special Acts authorising
the construction of the two goldficlds
railwayvs and also0 the Bridgetown railway,
if those works are passed by bjoth Houses
of Pairliamnent. We also propose to
indent for the rolling, stock and permian-
ent way necessary for undertaking those
works, because it takes a considerable
time to indent for these airticles from
England and to obtain them in the
colony, and it is necessary we should be
Well beforehand in that respect, so that
the works may be carried out without
any great delay. But, with regard to
the Bridge town railway, although the
Government propose to take authority
now for its construction, we intend that
it shall come third on the list, in the
order of construction, so that it shall in
no way interfere with the construction
of the other two Lines; in the same
way as we promised, on a former occasion,
that the Vasse railway should come
last. We have no intention whatever of
hurrying on this Bridgetown line with
any undue haste, and it is altogether
imtprobable that any part of it can he put
in hland for at an *Y rate a year from now.
I think members will at once see that
that is almost impossible, unless the
Government wvere to make very strong
efforts indeed to hare thle work carried
out; the surveys have to be made, and

these surveys are troublesome, and will
take a considerable time. Then there
will be plans and specifications to be
prepared, and the material introduced
into the colony; so that it is altogether
improbable-in fact, it is almost impos-
sible for thle Government to put any part
of this railway in hand for certainly more
than twelve mionths from this date. I
make that statement in order that mem-
hers may be made fully aware of our
intentions, and that we do not intend to
hurry on this work unduly. Even if we
were inclined to hurry it on, I do not
believe it would be possible for us to
placeo it in band for a considerable time,-
more than twelve months from this date.
I thought it was right, before going in to
committee on the Bill, that I should
explain exactly what the intentions of the
Government are with regard to the most
imuportaut items mentioned in the Sche-
dule. I beg to move, sir, that you do
now leave the chair.

MR. RICHARDSON: Before the ques-
tion is put, I wish to ask for some little
information with reference to the pro-
posed route to be taken by the Bridge-
town line. At ])resent we have two
alternative routes-there are four alto-
gether, hut the Engineer-in-Chlief says
that only two are worthy of serious
consideraion-and it appears to me that
the balance of the evidence is very muchl
divided as to the merits of these two routes,
and side issues of considerable import-
anice are involved. Members who know
something of the country have their
opinions formed as to which is the best
route, but we gather that there is some
likelihood that a route which many mem-
bers do not consider the best route may
be adopted. I should like to have some
information on this point, and some
assurance from the Premier as to the
grounds upon which the rival claims of
the various routes are to be finally
deided. It is not altogether a question
of engineering; I think other considera-
tions as well ought to have weight-such.
as which route will best serve the interests
of the country.

TnuE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):-
The special Act will, of course, define the
route which this line will follow, with
the usual margin for deviations; and
between this time and the introduction
of the special Act the Government will
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have to make up their minds definitely as
to which they consider the best route.
Members will then have full opportunity
for discussing this question of routes.

Mu, R. F. SHOLL:- I think the
remarks of the Premier has shown us
the wisdom of the amiendment of which
the hon. member for Beverley has given
notice-that this line should not be
commenced before the end of next year,
because it appears the Government themi-
selves have not yet made up their mninds
even as to the route it should take.
When the Government place before us a6
Loan Schiedule for our approval I think
they should be prepared with every
informnation about all the works included
in that schedule, and with statistics
showing the necessity of the work, or
whether it is justified. It appears to
me the Government are not preparecd
-with the information we ought to have
with reference to these railways, and I
think it is a pity this Bill was placed on
the notice-paper as die first item to be
considered to-day. We know there are
many mnembers away, and it appears to
me there is some(,thing, more behind than
appears on the surface. [Tau PREmiER:
Not at all] At any rate I think it
would be wrong to go on with this
important Bill to-day, when there are
several members absent, who did not.
know that the Bill was likely to come on
at to-dlay's sitting. I hope at any rate
the schedule will not be considered
to-day.

The motion for going into committee
was agreed to.

IN CODLSITTEE.

Clause 1.-Power to raise £1,500,000
for certain purposes:-

MRt. TLTNGWO1ITH wished to re-
mind the committee that the hon. member
for tile Swan. who was not present now,
hadl, o -n the second reading of the Bill,
expressed his intention to move that the
amount of the loan should. not exceed
£1,000,000. He did not know whether
the hon. member intended to carry out
that intention; if ho dlid, it would be only
fair in his absence-the hon. member, lie
understood, was Di-to p)ostponeC this
clause, lie moved that the consideration
of the clause be postponed until after the
consideration of the remaining clauses
and Lte Schedule.

Tun PREMIEYR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he did not care whether the clause
was postponed or not; but he miight in-
form the hon. mnember that the opinion
of the Government was that this loan
should be for £1,500,000, and they in-
tended to carry it, if they could.

Question put and p)assed, and clause
postponed.

Clause 2.-Sums raised to be applied
to the purposes set forth in the Schedule:

BIn. HARPER said he had an amend-
wient on the notice paper, to add the
following words to the clause: "1Provided,
nevertheless, that no sums shall be raised
or expended for the purposes set forth in
Nos. 3 and 4 of the Schedule hereto until
after the 1st of January, 1896.'? He should
like to explain to the committee the object
he desired to attain by this amendment.
The first item (No. 3) was the railway
towards Bridgetown. Hie might say that
he was not personally acquainted with
the land through which this line was
intended to go, or with the country it was
intended to tap;- but, from careful in-
quries fromi those on whose opinions he
could rely, lie was given to understand
that the land to be opened up by this
railway, speaking generally, could not be
cleared, fit for cultivation, at a less cost
than £10 an acre. He had beard a very
much higher estimate given as to the cost
of cleari ng sonic of this land, but for
the purpose of his argumnent he would
assume that it might be rendered fit for
cultivation at £10 an acre. The resi-
dents of the district, a few days ago, pre-
sented a p)etitioni to the House in which
they set forth the desirability of opening
up their district, and the great scope it
would afford for the development oif the
agric-ultural resources of the country.
They also enumerated the products for
the growth of which the distric t was
adapted. His point was this: with regard
to most of these products, they were
pretty well able to judge of the value of
them, and he did not think that many
would contradict him if he laid it down
as a tolerably well ascertainedl fact that
few, if any, of the products mentioned in
thatt petition would warrant the expendi-
ture of £10 an acre in producing them.
He thought that if any mnan set to work
to grow oats or wheat, or in fact almost
any of the products mentioned, and had
to expend £810 an acre in clearing the
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ground for them, that man would very
soon find himself in the bank-ruptcy
court. Therefore he thoughitit was most
desirable they should look very carefully
at what they were doing in building a
railway to open up this country. He
gave place to no one in desiring to see
the country opened up and settled, or in
desiring to see those who were settled
in that part of the colony receiving the
full benefit they had a right to demand
from the expenditure of public funds
upon public works. But the question,
to his mind, was this: would building
this railway be the most immediate way
of giving these people the earliest
benefit of Public expenditure in their
district? That was a question which
he certainly must hesitate to answer in
the affirmative. Those of them who had
an exerence of the work of reclaiming
lad fro its virgin state knew that one
of the first, and one of the most necessary
and most reproductive actions they could
take, was to destroy the timber on the land
hby ringing it. He could put that fact in
a Light which even those who were not
well acquainted with it could easily under-
stand. There was laud now in the Eastern
Districts which it would have cost from
£22 to.£2 10s. an acre to clear a few years
ago, before it was rung, but the clearing
of which was now being let by contract at
from 15s. to £1 an acre; and the men
engaged in the work, he believed, made
far better profit out of it than they
formerly made out of £2 l0s. an acre.
That indicated the rapid and the great
benefit to be derived from the ringing of
timber. He could not help thinking it
would be better, in the interests of those
who resided in the Blackwood district, and
in the interests of the colony, that this
work of ringing this heavily timbered
land should precede that of railway con-
struction. He was as anxious as anyone
that this part of the colony should receive
the benefit of railway communication, but
he could not shut his eyes to that fact;
and this was the main reason for his
moving this amendment. With regard
to the tinfields, which this railway was
also intended to serve, he was rather
afraid that in attempting to open up
these tinfields at the present moment they
would be doing absolute harm to the
country. The tin as it was now lying
in the ground cost nothing to keep it

there, and was an asset that might be
very valuable by-and-by. At present
tin was at a very low ebb in the
world's market, in consequence of the
very large production during the last
few years in the Malay Peninsula.
He believed the price had gone down
about one-half what it was a few years
ago. He understood that the bulk of the
tin-fields in that country consisted of
surface workings, which gave employ-
snent to an enormous number of Asiatics,
whose labour was very cheap, and, no
doubt, so long as these surface workings
lasted they must have the result of depre-
ciating the value of tin in other lands.
Therefore, in expending money at the
present time in the development of these
tinfilds we were simply cutting our crop
too young. As he had already said, the
tin cost nothing to keep it where it was,
and it would not disappear if left there
until there was a better demand for it,
and a larger margin between the cost of
production and the market value. This
they might expect to be brought about in
a few years time. Therefore, if these
tinfields were left in their present con-
dition for the present, they would be a
much more valuable asset to the colony
say in ten years time than they were
to-day. That was a consideration that
should weigh with us in dealing with this
particular item; too much stress should
not be placed upon the necessity of con-
structing this railway for the sate of
developing these tinfields. The main
point to be considered was the opening
up of the land for agricultural settlement;
and on that point hie had already ex-
pressed his belief that nothing would be
lost, but much might be gained, by post-
poning the construction of this railway,
and in the meantime applying our atten-
tion to ringing and destroying the timber
on the land. He was prepared to confess
that the statement which the Premier
had just made as to the intentions of the
Government with regard to this line
had in a great measure met his objec-
tion, because, after what the Premier
had stated, nothing whatever was likely
to be done in regard to the construction
of this railway for another year; and his
amendment would only delay it a few
months further. As, however, he had
not moved in this matter altogether on
his owrn account, and many members had
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expressed their intention to support his
proposal, he did not like to withdraw it
without hearing an expression of opiniont
from those members, in view of the
announcement made by the Premier.
With regard to the other item, the Collie
coalfields line, he thought the statement
of the Premier quite met his views for
the present. But be should like to say
that in his opinion it was premature to
take any action to build that line. We
did not know that this was the only
coalfield we had; nor did we know, sup-
posing we had more, that it was in the best
position for a, coalfield. It might be that
other coalfields would be found in situa-
tions much more get-at-able, and which
could be opened more satisfactorily and
worked more profitably than this one ait
the Collie. Therefore he thought it was
desirable that this line should not be,
undertaken at the present time, and he
was glad to bear from the Premier that
such was not the intention of the Govern-
mnent. He would formally move his
amendment, in order to elicit an ex-
pression of opinion on the subject from
other memibers.

MR. LEAKE said hie would like to
point out to the committee that this pro-
viso of the hion . member for Beverley came
rather too soon, because if they passed
this proviso now they would really be
affiring the necessity of these two items
on the Schedule-the Bridigetown line
and the Collie line. Would it not be
better to wait until they went through
the Schedule, and see whether these two
items were passed, beore affinining this
resolution P This looked to him like
putting the cart before the horse. It was
practically affirmning the necessity for
these two works-not now, perhaps, but
any time after the 1st January, 1896.
If they affinned this principle, they could
not consistently move to strike out either
of theose two items -when they came to
the Scedule.

MR. COOKWORTITY said the great
olbjection entertained by the !in. member
for Beverley against On'. Bridgetown line
was n zaA of thie country being
heavily tinmbered. The best way to get
rid of this superfluous timber was to
make the railway through this country,
and bring the timber to miarket. There
was a large quantity of marketable timber
there, and the only thing wanted to

enable its being exported was a railway
running through the country. With
regard to what the hon. member said
about its not paying to clear this land at.
£10 an acre for cultivation, he could
assure the lion. member from his own
personal knowledge and observation that
he had seen portions of this country, -not
very far from the proposed railway,
cleared for the cultivation of cereals-
ringing the large trees and clearing the
smaller timber-for 2-5s. an acre. That
was a. fact. There was not such a large
expenditure required to make this land
available for cereal cultivation as members
supposed. With regard to the Collie
coalfield railway, he really could not
understand why they should put off its

consrucion Thy had a, grand coalfield
there, according to the reports of the
experts, and of our own Engineer, who
said hie was prepared to mnake use of this
coal for railway purposes. A great deal
had been said in that House about
encouraging local industries ; some mein-
bers were never tired of talking about it.
The object of this railway, was to develop
a most valuable, local industry, and why
members should object to it was a puzzle
to hint. If, when they went deeper, the
coal Was as good as it was represcnted to
be on the surface, they would have coal
fit for export, as well as for local require-
ments.

Sip. J. G-. LEE STEERE said he
should like to say a few words en the
motion brought forward by the hon.
member for Beverley. He hA not yet
had an opportunity of speaking upon
this item, and representing, as hie did, the
district most deeply interested, hie thought
members would readily understand that
it had not been very pleasant to hini to be
shut up in that Chair, and have to listen.
to some of the observations made with
reference to this railway to the Blackwood.
If the lion, member for Beverley -was
going to oppose this item altogether, lie
could understand his object in bringing
forward this motion, but he could not
see what object would be gained by moving
it now, in the face of the statement
just made by the Colonial Treasur-er,
as to the intentions of the Govern-
mient with regard to it. According to
that statement it would be impossible
-or, at any rate, it was not the intention
of the Government-to incur any expen-
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diture in connection wvith this railway for
the next twelve months; and what was the
difference between that and the hion.
member's proposal? Simply a question
of another six months, the lion. member's
proposal being that no money should be
expended on the work until after the 1st
January, 1896. They had been assured
by the Colonial Treasuirer that no money
would be expended on the work until, at
any rate, the House was in session again,
next 'year, which would bring them to
July, 1895; and what was there to be
gained by deferring the work until
January, 1896 ? Did the hion. member
think they would be in a better position
to build this railway in January, 1896,
than in July, 1895? Would it cost less
to clear this land in January, 1896, than it
would iii July, 189.5? He did not think the
lion. member could answer these questiouns
in the affirnative. When they were con-
structing railways to the Eastern Dis-
tritts, he did not think that the cost
of clearing the land through the forest
country until they got to the Avon valley
was a matter that entered into their con-
sideration; therefore he did not think
it at all fair that because this railway
would have to pass through some thickly-
timbered country before it got to the
valley of the Blackwood, so much stress
.should be laid upon this question of the
cost of clearing in this instance. The
question they had to consider was this:
was the railway necessary for the develop-
ment of the country, and were wve in a
position to undertake it ? Hle unhesitat-
ingly answered both these questions in
the affirmaitive. It was necessary for the
development of this country that a rail-
way should be made through it, and it
was at country that would well pay to 1)0
developed; and lie did not hesitate to say
that we were in a position to undertake
the work. That being the case, we should
seriously consider this question: should
we go on, with the means at our disposal,
in developing the country, or should we
reduce taxation ; b~ecause, if we were not
going to spend the money in the develop-
ment of the country, then he maintained
that with the money at our disposal wve
should reduce the taxation of the country.
That was a question which that House
must consider and decide upon, if they'
opposed this railway. Sonic members
had made a persoinl inspection of the

country which this line would open
up, and what was their opinion with
regard to itP The hion. member for Ger-
aldton, who now, asked them to wait
before going on with this railway,-what
was his opinion of the country? The
lion, member said the land was the finest
land he had ever seen in his life. That
being so, would it become any finer if
they waited a little longer ? He did
not suppose so. The hion. member
also said there were millions of pounds
worth of some of the finest timber in the
world, in that same country. Would
that timber be of more value a, few
months hence? He thought one of the
reasons why we should make this railway
as soon ais possible was to enable that
nmgnifioeet timlber to be made use of.
Unless we watited until we were very old
indeed, that timber would not grow very
much bigger than it wats now. Wheni
this railway was first mooted, there was
an opintion-becausc members did not
know the country-that it was a railway
to the tinfields, and therefore it was
attempted to be talked down. But such
was not the case. He, perhaps, would
himself have fallen in with thiat view if
it was a railway for the tinfields only.
But that was not the real object of the
line. The principal olbject was to open
up and develop) this fine country on the
Blaukwood; though, no doubt, it would
also help to develop the tinfields in that
locality. He would also like to draw
attention to this fact: that this line was
only carrying out and extending a railway
scheme that had been going on for some
years past. When it was decided by
the old Legislative Council that a railway
should be made from Boyarnip eastward,
it was first suggested it should go to a
certain timber station on the Ferguson.
He opposed that proposal, because he
felt, if it wvent there, it would never get
beyond there; and, principally owing to
the representations le made in the House
at the time, the line was not taken to that
saw trill station, but to Boyanup, because
it was felt that by taking it in that
direction it was a step towards the
Blackwood. In the next Loan Bill it
was approved by the House that this
railway should be continued a fur-ther
distance, to what was now called Donny-
brook. Why was that done ? Simply as
a further continuation of the line towards
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the Blackwood. He did not believe that
any member would have voted for either
the first section or the second section of
this line, if it had not been with the
view of its further extension to the
Bbackwood. Some facetious comments
were made at the time, both in the local
newspapers and the newspapers of the
other colonies, about the foolishness of
making a railway with its terminus at
the stump of a redgum tree in the bush.
He thought the same argument might be
applied if they allowed this railway to
stop at its present terminus, Donnybrook,
for it would do nothing towards develop-
ing the country it was intended to develop
if it stop)ped there. As to ways and
means, be did not suppose that any meni-
her would say that our means at the
present moment were so straitened that
we could not afford to construct this
railway, when we were told that the
colony was never in such a prosperous
Condition. The hon. member for the
Swan told them he did not think we
would be justified in raising more than a
million of money at the present time,
and at the same time the hon. member
told them that lie approved of every
item of this Bill except the railway
to the .Blackwood and the railway to
the Collie. Therefore the hon. member
himself actually approved of an - ex-
penditure of upwards of £1,300,000
out of this £1,500,000, although he
said we were not justified in raising
more than £1,000,000. When he (Sir
James) was addressing his constituents,
a few months ago, he mentioned the
public works which in his opinion the
colony would be justified in constructing,
if the Colonial Treasurer, when he came
to make his statement to the country,
stated that our finances were in a position
to warrant the expenditure. The four
works he particularly mentioned were the
railway to the Mlurchison goldflelds, the
railway to Goolgardie, this railway to
the Blaekwood, and the Fremantle hax-
bour works. He was almost beginning
to think, that in his old age he was
becoming a progressive man, because he
believed he was the first member of
the House who addressed his constituents,
and expressed the opinion that we would
be perfectly justified in constructing these
four works, if the Colonial Treasurer
satisfied him, when he made his minis-

terial statement, that the finamces of the
colony warranted us in undertaking such
a liability. He need not say, in the face
of what members now k-new, that the
Colonial Treasurer had satisfied him, and
he thought had satisfied most members,
that the revenue of the colony was in such
a% prosperous condition that we were quite
justified in borrowing the money for
the construction of these public works.
Since the Colonial Treasurer mnhde that
announcement, the finances of the colony
were in a still more prosperous condition,
and there could be no doubt now that the
country was in a position to undertake
these works. He did not suppose that
anything he could say would alter the
vote that any member was going to give
on this item. As a matter of f act, it was
generally believed that, however ably any-
one could speak in support of auy
measure, he never altered the vote of a
man who came to the House prepared to
vote only in a certain way. He believed
there was a good deal of truth in that.
All he asked was that members would do
justice to these Southern districts, and
not be guilty of an injustice to them in
voting against this railway. He did not
appeal to their generosity; hie did not
think he had a right to ask them to be
generous with the money of the people,
but he did ask them not to do an in-
justice. He had never himself opposed
the expenditure of public money iu any
part of the colony because he wanted the
money for a railway to the Blackwood.
He did not oppose the railway to the
Murchison, nor the railway to Cool-
gardie; on the contrary he considered
them of such urgent n-ecessity that he
had given his undivided support to them,
because he thought they were of immense
importance to the development of the
mineral wealth of the country. At the
same time he did think that, while we
should do all we could to develop the gold-
mining industry, we should at the same
time endeavour to develop the agricul-
tural portions of the colony. For these
reasons hie hoped members would agree
with him in supporting the railway to the
Blackwood, and that the hon. member
for Beverley, seeing what very little effect
his amendment would have, in the face of
the statement made by the Premier as to
the intentions of the Government, would
withdraw it.
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MR. ILLINGWORtTR also hoped the
amendment would be withdrawn, because
they had an assurance now, that they had
not before the lion. member gave notice
of his amendment, that the Government
would not proceed with these two rail-
ways at present. He thought that as-
surance accomplished everything that the
lion, member for Beverley hoped to gain
1l , this amendment, wifle at the same
time it had this distinct advantage: this
was a time of sudden changes, of sudden
surprises, and startling developments, and
it might be possible that within a. year it
might be absolutely necessary to con-
struct this railway, but, if they passed
this amendment, they would be bound to
postpone it until after the 1st January,
1896.

'AI. R. F. SHOLL pointed out that
the resolution -went further than that:- it
provided that, not only should the line
not he undertaken, but that the money
for it should not be raised until after the
1st January, 1896. All the Premier told
them was that they would not expend the
money for another year, except in making
surveys; which was a very different
matter. They had been told by His
Honour the Speaker that he was becomn-
ing a progressive man in his old age, and
that when he addr-essed. his constituents
he strongly advocated that four public
works should be undertaken, one of which
was this railway to Bridgetown. No
doubt if the hion. gentleman had not
advocated this railway when addressing
his constituents, ho would not have met
with a, very grood reception; therefore it
was no wonder he should have advocated
it. Hle did not blame the hion. gentleman
for doing so. No doubt they would all
do the same, if they thought their con-
stituents were wrapped up in an 'y par-
ticular work. [T-HE PREMIER: Speak
for yourself, about that.] He was per-
fectly certain that, so far as the Premier
was concerned, be would do so, if there
was any member in the House who would
do it, whether it was in the interest of
the colony or not. 'He had heard that
the £80,000 put down for this railway
would only carry it as far as the tin-
fields; he had even heard it would not
carry it as far as the tinfields. He
thought they ought to know exactly what
this particular line was going to cost to
take it to its destination, and not have

the Govermnent coming down again for
a supplementary vote. So far as this
Blackwood railway itself was concerned,
he would be prepared, after the assurance
they had just received from the Premier,
to vote for it, if they could strike out the
other item-the Collie coalfield line-
which, in his opinion, was a political job.
At the same time, he would want some
further information as to the route, and
the capabilities of the country, and the
probable traffic. As he said, on the
second reading, he thought it was very
desirable that all Loan Bills should be
referred to a coummittee of both Houses
of Parliament, to enable themn to procure
all necessary informnation with regard to
all. the public works proposed to be under-
takeii. It was absurd to ask the House
to vote a million and a half upon esti-
mates which had only beeu made up in
the Colonial Treasurer's office, or at a

* meeting, of the Cabinet.
Tan COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hlon. WV. E. Mlarmion) asked
*why the hion. member did not apply that
argument to the Murchison line, or the
Coolgardie line, with regard to which
there was not so much information before
the House as there was with respect to
this Bridgetown line, and the line to the
Collie coalfield? Why did. he not find
fault in regard to those other works?
He could tell him why: because those
railways suited him, and because these
other railways possibly did not suit him.

MR. RA.NDELL would be glad if they
could be afforded some further inform a-
tion before they came to this item on the
Schedule, information that would be use-
.ful to them in dealing with this Black-
wood line,-as to the route, for one thing,
the quality of the land, the ownership of
the land, whether the line would go
through many private blocks, and, if it
did, to whomn did these blocks belong;
also how far this money would take the
line, and how near to Bridgetown?
Probably His Honour the Speaker would
remember that, some years ago, he (Mr.
7Randell) expressed a very high opinion
of this B3lackwood country. From what
he had read of it in the newspapers, and
from what he had gathered fromu private
individuals, he looked upon it as a country
which gave promise of becoming (if
he might use the term) the garden of
Western Australia. He did not know
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whether hie was justified in that belief or
not, At any rate, they knew it had a
magnificent climate, a good rainfall, and,
he believed, some very good land. He
mnight say that what had fallen from the
Premier that afternoon, with regard to
the intentions of the Government as
regards this line, had, in his opinion
entirely removed the necessity for this
amendment of the lion. mnember for
Beverley. They had the assurance of the
Government now that the work would not
ho undertaken for the next twelve months,
which lie thought was rather bette-r than
the adoption of this mnotion - The motion
somewhat bot iod them, by imp]licationi
ait any rate, to these two lines; anti he
was not prepared at the present mniment.
to pledge himself to them. At the
same time lie admitted that the inhabi-
tants of this district were entitled to
share in the prosperity that had come
to the colony from its goldields, and
also to their share of the expenditure
of public money. The district was capable
of producing the very prlodncts, both of
the farm and of the dairy, which the
colony was in want of, though it was
whispered that the people of the district
did not even supply the wants of their
own tables in the way of butter, cheese,
bacon, anid other necessaries, lie did not
know how true this was. If it was true,
it certainly was a stigmia upon the char-
acter of the people of the district, Which
he trusted would be removed very shortly.

MR. HARPER said that after the
-Words that had 'just fallen f romn the leader
of the Opposition, he presumed there was
nothing else for himi to do but to with-
draw his amendment. Butt he would,
make as good a retreat as he could, and
claim that perhaps it was due to that
amendment that they got the assurance
from the Premier which they got that
afternoon. He thought hie inight also
congratulate himself upon his motion
having been the occasion of affording the
House the rare gratification of hearing
His Hlonour the Speaker addressing the
House.

Mn. RICHARDSON would like to add
that he was gratified they bad accoun-
plislied one thing, and that was the
postponement of the Collie coalfield line,
until the informnation they hiad at present
was suippleme~nte~d by further infCormation.
He did not think this field was sufficiently

developed to warrant them in passing the
special Act for the construction of this
railway at this stage. There was also the
possibility of our finding another coalfield
in a more advantageous position, -and,
perhaps, mnure valuable. With regard to
the route, too, it was desirable they should
give that matter their careful attention.
The Engineer-ia-Chief .suggested that
they should adopt a route that would
serve two purposes, but lbe (Mr. Richard-
son) was afraid that, in adopting that
route, they would be leaving out the best
of the agricultural hind, on the one had,
and, on the other hand, ent-ailing an extra,
haulagce of the coal. The Engineer-in-
Chief, in his report, said: " If there were
no Collie cealfield railway to be considered,
I should say it might probably. be justi-
fiable to adopt the Thomson's Brook
route, in despite of its steeper grades
and sharper curves, and greater cost."
This difference in the cost was estimated
at £18,000. If, for the sake of saving a
few thousand pounds, they missed the
best of the country for agricultural pur-
poses he was afraid they would mar the
u sef ulness of the Blackwood line in order
to serve the Collie coalfield. He did not
believe in sacrificing the certain advan-
tages to be derived from the opening up
of an agricultural district to the doubtful
advantages of a problematical coalfield;
and lie hoped this question of route would
receive the earnest consideration of the
R~ouse when they caine to deal with it,
and that they would not repeat the
mistakes they had made in the past in
deciding upon the routes of some of
their railways.

THrE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said hie should like to miake an observa-
tion with reference to a remark that had
been made implying that the Government
bad retreated from the position they had
originally takien up with regard to this
Collie coalfield line. Hie did not think
he had ever led members to think that
the Government had in any' way changed
its position with regard to that line. All
he said was that it was not their intention
to ask auithority this session for a special
Act, as the Governmient did not feel they
had sufficient information at present to
ask the House to pass that Act, defining
the exact route which this railway should
take. Re should like to inake this quite
clear, beca~use hie did not wish it to go
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abroad that the Government had in any
way albandoned this part of their pro-
granime. He could Dot agree at all With
the argument that this line should not
be proceeded With because we might dis-
cover a butter coalfield somewhere else.
He could not realise such an argument
as that. They, knew there was coal here,
but they did not know there was coal
elsewhere; and what was the use of
waiting until they muijhgt discover coal
elsewhere when they had already got it
here ?

MR. HASSELJL said lie would be
qluite prepared to support the Govern-
nwent in this Bridgetown line, if they%
gave him an assurance that eventually it
would he continued on to Albany.

THE PREmiERz: I hope it will, aud
reach there some of these days.

Amntdmnent, by leave, withdrawn.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 3 to 7 inclusive:
Put and passed.
MR. LEAKE moved that progress be

now reported.
Question put, and a division called for,

the nmnbers being-
Ayes..
Noes..

Majority

Mr. Lllingworti,
Mr. LeAka
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Rivi.ord.or,
Mr. R. F. Shoil
Mr. Randell (Yellcr).

6
14

against ... 8
NoE.

Mr. Burt
Mr. Cookw-ortly
SiriJolni Porrest
Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Hni
Mrr Marmion
Mr, Mo.a
Mr. P..r.

Mr. Solomon
Mr. sTlan

IMr. Wood
IMr. Harper (Teller).

Question thus negatived.
Schedule:
Item 1- Railwa~y from Mlullewa to

Murchison goldfields (exclusive of rolling
stock), £409,000 :"

31R. RANDETJL did not know that
much exception was likely to be taken to
this item. He believed the majqrity of
members had expressed themselves in
favour of it; but he was not sure if they
had any information as to how far this
X409,000 would take this railway, or as
to by what route it was proposed to take
it. He did not know the country himself,
but hie believed that very strong opinions
had been expressed on both sides of the

question of the best route. He thought
it would be acceptable to the commuittee
if the Premier at this stage gave them
seine information on these points.

THE PREMTIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he wvould be glad to give all the
iniformnation he possessed with regard to
this railway. The exact route it would
follow would, of course, be the subject of
a special Act, but it was proposed to
carry it from Mullewa to Cue, which was
the centre of the Murchison goldfields,
and hie believed that the route it would
follow would be: from Mullewa to the
Yalgoo goldfields, which was about 8O
miles ; thence to Aft. Magnet, which was
about 80 miles more; thence to the

*Island, which Was someC 30 Odd Miles;
then from the Island to the Mainland

* and the flay Dawn, and from the flay
Dawn to Cue. That would embrace all
the goldfield centres South of Cue, and
the whole distance would be about 215
miles. He was aware there were a great
many people, and many friends of his
own, who advocated a route more to the
North, from Mullewa through the valley
of the Greenough to Mt. Wittenoom, and
then up the valley of the Sandford away
to Cue. That was a very good route
indeed from an engineering point of
view, very level and easy to make, buat it

Iwould avoid the gold centres altogether.
It would miss Yalgoo, it would miss Mt.
Magnet, the Island, and other important
mining centres, and go straight to Cue.
It would, however, be a better route for
the pastoralists, and for travelling stock
from the Northern parts of the colony.
But if they looked at the map they would
find it would not be very much out of the
way (although a longer distance to travel
by rail) for stocl- to go to Cue, or else
join the railway at Mullewa. He had
thought this matter over very carefully,
and, having an intimate knowledge of
the country, gained some years ago, and
more recently, he had no hesitation in
giving his opinion that the route they
should adopt was that which he had
indicated. With regard to the amount
set down for this work, he believed the
estimiate,.£409,000, was a liberal estimate.
It was more than he would have put down
for it, if he had had the framing of these
figures; and, he might here say, although
they had the statement of the hon. miem-
ber for the Gascoyne that these amounts
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were made up in the Treasury office, he
could assure the hon. member they were
the figures of the Engineer-in-Chief.

MR. R. F. SHOLL: Has he been over
the country?

THtE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
did not think the Engineer-in-Chief had
been over the counutry himself, but he had
had an opportunity of examining those
who had been over the country, and these
were his figures. He felt it would have
been no use his giving to the House his
own figures, because he knew that the
first question that would be asked by the
hon. member for the Gascoyne would be,
" Whose estimates are these ?" He was
too wide-awake to allow himself to be
caught by the hon. member like that.
He believed this estimate would be found
to be a very liberal one, and that they
would be able to build this railway for
less.

MR. R, F. SHOLL had not the slightest
intention of opposing the line, but he
thought that when building railways they
should endeavour to accommodate as
many industries as they possibly could.
The Commissioner of Railways, when a
deputation waited upon him about the
excessive freight rates on the Yilgarn
railway, attributed it to the fact that
there was no back traffic. On this Mur-
chison line they had an opportunity of
securing back traffic in the shape of wool
and fat stock, if the line went in a certain
direction; and he thought the Govern-
ment should try to accommodate as many
of the industries of the colony as pos-
sible, and not one particular industry.
He hoped that before the Government
finally decided upon any patticular route
they would get further information, and
endeavour to adopt a route that would
serve both the mining and the pastoral
industries. They were told that the
figures were the Engineer - in - Chief's
figures, and that they were not made
up in the Treasury or at a Cabinet meet-
ing. That was satisfactory, so far; but
they were told that the Engineer-in-Chief
had not been over the country, and had,
therefore, no personal knowledge of the
engineering difficulties (or otherwise) he
might have to contend with. He be-
lieved with the Premier that the esti-
mate was a liberal one, and that the
Engineer-in-Chief had left a considerable
margain. But, whatever the margin, they

would find there would be no balance
left. No doubt the Engineer-in-Chief
did his work well, but it took a lot of
money to do that work.

Mnt. ILLINGWQRTH thought the
objections which had been raised by the
hon. member for Gascoyne against the
proposed route could be easily answered
by anyone who 'knew the c;ountry to be
travcrsed,hc was not so well acquainted
with it himself as he should like to he,
Take, for instance, the Magnet, which was
one of the points intended to tap. There
was a large pastoral district behind that
point, which he hoped would some day
supply a large amount of return traffic
for this railway. If they took the other
points where the line was to go, he
thought they would find that nearly all
the stations which now existed would be
almost as well served by this goldfields
route as by the route further North.
He might say that one 9! his strongest
reasons for desiring to see this railway
built by private enterprise rather than by
the Government had been that he was
afraid that certain interests in that House
would have driven this line farther North
to serve the pastoralists, and that as a
consequence the important gold mining
centres. of the Murchison would have
been practically excluded from railway
communication. He believed that if a,
private company built the line it would
certainly have been taken by the route
that would best serve the gold mining
industry, and this was one of the main
reasons why he had been in favour
of the work being undertaken by private
enterprise. Now, however, that they had
this practical assurance from the Premier
that it was the intention of the Govern-
ment to take this line round by what lie
called the goldfields route, any possible
objection he had to the line was removed.
He bad only one or two suggestions to
make, and the first was this: that the
Government would push this work on as
fast as they possibly could. His next
suggeestion was that they would let the
line in sections, instead of letting the
whole contract to one contractor. [Mn.
A. FORRiEST: It amounts to the same
thing.] The hon. member said it
amounted to the same thing. He was
afraid there was something in the hon.
member's suggestion, and that it did not
matter who tendered for the different
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sections, practically the samte people
would get the contract. If the lion.
nenler wished 11him to speak any plainer,
he would do so. But that Was not thle
point. A great many people were coming
to the colony now, and a good minny of
theiu know how to build railways; and he
thought they, might have tenders fromn
different contractors for different sections
of the line, so that they might all be coin-
structed simultaneously, and the line
comlpleted in very'A much less time than if
all the work were undertaken by one
contractor. [Mr. MARIrIoN: What about
carrying tie material over the different
sectionls?] A great deal of work could
be dlone before any material would require
to be carried; and lie presumned it would
be easy to make some arrangement for
that purpose, as was done elsewhere,
unless contractors in Western Australia
were more cantankerous than they were
in other places. He thought, at any rate,
it would be quite possible to have three
distinct tenders for this work. He be-
lieved it would be done for far less money,
,and certainly in far less time than if the
whole work were let to one contractor.
In questions of thislkind, however, hie went
very much on the principle that, if you
couldn't get all 'you wanted, you should
take what you could get; and, if they
1:ould not have separate tenders for
different sections of this line, hie would
strongly urge that the line should be
opened in sections as completed, so as
to have ais much as they could of this
bad road covered as quickly as possible,
and opened for traffic. He also thought
some consideration should be given to
another matter. There wvere some veiv
ominous hecaps, along portions of thi s
country, built up by white ants. He had
anl idea at one time that the white ant
would not attack jarrahl, but hie had had
that idea dissipated. It was a question
for the Government to consider whether,

*in view of this white ant difficulty, it
*would be wise to have jarrabl slepers on
this line, or whether it would not he well
to have steel sleepers ? He was not sure
about that, but lie thought the mvatter
was worthyv of consideration. He did
not wish to suggest that our own timber
industry should be overlooked, buat thle
cost of carriage would be considerable
if all thle 5l~ei)L il o this line wei-e
to lie jarrahi sleepers. If there wvas

no doubt about thle durability of these
sleepers in that part of thle colony, hie
would rather see them used h ut if the
Works Department were not quite satis-
fled ais to there being no danger of jarrah

Isleepers being attacked by white ants, hie
thought it was worthy of consideration
whether they should not, in thei r specifi-
cations, arrange for thle use of steel sleepers
instead of jarram. He need hardly add

ithat hie cordially supported this itemi.
MR. RICIA-I{DSQN said lie hadl in-

tended to have alluded to tile same point
as thle previous speaker, about using
jarrali sleepers for this line. He hoped
that, biefore doing so, the Governument
would satisfy themselves that jarraki

Iwould stand. He knew that farther
North it would not, hut whether it would
in these more southern latitudes was a
question which the Government, hie hoped,
would ascertain before deciding what
sleepers to use. They knew there were a
great variety of White ants, bat whether
the ants in this Murchison country were
those that attacked jarra, he did not
know. If they, were, and jarrab sleepers
were used, he could venture to prophesy
a rathler short life for those sleepers.

MR. PIESSE said that, iii discussing
Ithis question of sleepers, members seemed
to think there was only one particular
timiber in the colony-jarrah. His own
opinion was that the belst tinier haid been
lost sight of in building our railways,
and that was the white guml timber that
was growing along, ourl Eastern railway.
When the line was constructed fromn
Clackline to Newcastle, Mr. Wright, the
then Enlgineer-in-Chief, had a short sec-
tion lbuilt of that timber, and it would be
interesting to know hlow it stood the test.
He had also seen some 3,000 or 4,000
white gumn sleepers put down on the
Great Southernl railway. He thought
the Government should atscertain which
was the beost timiber to usie on this Mur-
chison line, and if it was considered that

Inone of our timblers would stand, they
Ishould consider-although it might be a

b)ad advertisement for our local timibei-
the advisalbility of using steel sleepers.
I MR. A. FOR1REST also hoped the
Government would consider this question
of sleepers. If they did so, he did not
think they would be inclined to send the
m]loe *VOut of the country' for steel sleep-
er-s. it was well knowvu that jarrah was
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well adapted for the latitude where this
railway would go, anid hie should be sorry to
think that the Government were going to
deprive thme local timber mills of the COn-
tract to supply these sleepers. It might
be thought that because he was the owner
of a. sawmnill he was advocating the use
of jarrah in his own interest, but his
mill was a very small one, and only sup-
plied the local trade; it had never gone
in for these big contracts, because the
timber was not there. As to using white
gumn, lie thought thle expense would he at
least doubled, and he uh~derstood that
jarrah would he more durable. This
white gum only grew ini a few localities,
and not in large quantities like jarrah.
The lion, mnember for Naniniuic said it
would be better, and checaper, and quicker
to let thme contract for this line in sections.
He could hardly agree with the hion.
member's content-ion on that point. Sup-
l)ose they let the first section, starting
from) the Mullewa end, to one contractor,
and the next section to another contractor,
the latter would not be able to do much
work until the contractor for the first
section had completed his part of the line.
He did not think the -work was likely to
be done quicker. He was sure thjeYilgarn
line would not have been completed
earlier if it had been let in sections to
different contractors. It was a very
difficult thing to carry out this kind if
work in sections, without one contractor
interfering with the other. He was sure
that if alternative tenders were called-
one for the whole line to One and the
other in sections-the tender for the
whole line would be found cheaper for
the country, and better, too, if they wanited
the line completed without delay.

MR. SIMPSON hoped the Ministry
would take into consideration the remarkis
of the hion. mnember for Nannine with
regard to the time to be granted for tile
construction of this line. It was extremiely
inportant, in the interests of the gold-
fields, that as short a time should be
granted as was consistent with the re-
sources of the country and the safe con-
struction of the line. As to the difficultyv
of constructing it in sections, he did not see
why the first section shou ld not be opened
for traffic in twelve mnonths, and in the
mneantime the earthiworks oii thle second
section mlight be going On. [THE PiCn-
1 ERit Would it be cheaper?]) He wajs

not contending that it would be cheap.er,
because he had ino exact information on
that point. The mnain consideration was
she savinig of time, even if it should cost
the country a little more.

TuE COmMISSIONER OF RAIL-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn1) said the
question to be considered was what was
best and cheapest for tlie country. Re
agreed with the suggestion that the line
should be opened in sections, but certainly'
not contracted for in sections. His cx-
perice ats to breaking up a contract into
small sections was that it increased the
cost in every possible way, and also gave
a i ge-at deal more trouble. Whatever
was done, hie hoped tile House would not
bringe pressure to bear upjon the Govern-
nient to get themn to deviate fromn the terms
of the contract entered into, as was the
case with the Yilga.rn line. He thoughlt
it would 1)0 an advantage to the countryv
to have thle linje o])ened in sections, but
there should be no deviattion fromi the
contract. T'hey hadt seenl what had taiken
lIace on the Yilgarni line, throughi
pressure having been brought -upon the!
Government to depart fromn the terms of
the original contract. He was satisfied
himself that if the original agreement
had been adhered to, they -would have
had the line completed almost as soon,
and in the hands of the Government;
though there was one advantage the
colony had gained in being able, on an
unfinished line, to open up conununicaitionl
with Yilgarn sonic months earlier.

Mit. LEA RE regretted to think it was
not possible to successfully oppose this
item-. Hie had already given his reasons
why lie should vote against it; and, if
there were any utility in dividing thle
House onl the point, hie would not, hesi-
Cate to do so. He thoughit now, as he
thought onl the second reading of the
Bill, it would he better for the country
to save this £400,000 or £500,00
by allowing this line to be built by pri-
;-ate enterprise. That question, however.
hiad been practically decided, and it was
useless for him to argue it any further.
But there were one or two mnatters which,
bie thought, justified somec remarks, p~ar-
ticularlyv with regard to the method
adopted by the Goverinment in bringing
this enormious Loan Bill befoire the [louse
-the flrgest theJ co0untr'y had yet seenl.
The lion,. member for the GaSUOynle had
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touched upon this miatter, and lie sup-
ported that hon- member in his views.
The intimation given by the Government
to the country that this Loan Bill would
be introduced was not made until about
the end of Mlay, a few weeks before the
general1 election. Surely this loan must
have been in the mninds of Ministers long
before that time, but they kept the infor-
mation up their sleeves, iii order to
prevent a. thorough discussion of their
loanl policyN. Memjbers dlid not 'know
until a late hour what railways were to be
included in ie Bill, and it was a positive
fact that until a few minutes ago members
(lid not actually know i'tat route this line
to the Murthison was groing to take. Was
that a proper way to treat a subject of
this kind ? If it was, lie could only say

.i , diare withi it entirely; and he
could not congratulate tile Premier or the
Commissioner of Railways upon their
foresight or political tact in this particular
instance. It was wrong that the country
should be kept in ignorance for sucha
long tune about an implortant measure of
this kind. It was only from the assurance

gained by having so large, and pliable a
mna~jonty on their side, that thle Ministry
were aIble to treat everybody else's views
with contemnpt. Thle HfOuse had obtained
no proper estimates of the cost of this
work even to this mlomlenit, anid they diii
not knjow what thle real financial. position
of the, colony was. They ought to have
had the Estimates of revenue and expen-
ditu-re for' thle current year before them
beforeC eomniittingO themlselves to the c!X-
peuditure of at least a million and a
hialf of money. These Estimates ought
to he laid before the House early in
the session, and not at the fag end of the
session, when miembers were tired and
exhasIted with their Iabours. In the
event of any furthecr loan being prop.osed,
lie t rusted thatL ample Opportunity would
he given not only to that House but to
the country at large, to discuss the pro-
1iosalx of thle Governmeut. Here every-
thing in the shape of discussion was
b)urked, through the high-handed. action
of a Mfinistry conscious of having at its
hack a majoity that would follow them
anywhere. He protested as strongly as.
lie could against this high-handed war
of treating the House. They shiouldJ
have had this information long before
the 1in01iii (If farV ; and tile information

which had only lxen vouchsafed to thein
that afternoon might at any rate have
been. given to them on the second reading
of thle Bill. With regard to the sugges-
tion that the contract for this line should
be let inl sections, lie Could not support
it, because he could not see that anything
hut trouble was likely to arise from it.
Whien they' had two or three separate
contractors employed on the sanie under-
tak inig, diverse aiid adverse interes4ts w;ere
at work; and in these long hines it was
far better to leave them in tie hands of
one contractor, whomn von could control
better than you could control three or
four cointractors, all with conilicting
interests. Thle main object to lie kept inl
viewv was to have these goldfields lies
completed as eNpeditiouOsY as possible.
He should ha.,ve pre~forreri aL smaller sumi
and( a light pioneer railway. If ever that
class oforailway was justified it was in
thle case of these goldfields lines. Yet
here they had this matter rushed lthrough
the House, when they had a sel coni-
umittee actuall 'y sitting upon this verY
question of lighit railways. Nobody at
present could say that c was goting to
be the permanent mining cenltre of
tlie Murchison. [MR. ILLINO WORTH:
Yes, it is.] No doubt, tin' 1oii. mieml-
ber would say so, or anythbing else,
But nobody could say that, five years
hlen(e, Cu! Would he the mlain Centre Of
these goldfields. It might hie Yahgoo, it
might he Mt. Magniet, or sonic other
centre. If thev had thecse light lines a.s
pioneer lines, thie; mighit afterwards be
shifted and niade use of in other parts
of the cotuntry where lteY would be:
uiseful. But iio. They must voniniit
themselves to these costly inecs. Once
more lie entered his protest is strongly
as lie could an ist this rockhle-ss borrowv-
'ug.

Ali. MORAN thoughlt the lion. ineni-
he&r for Albany was persistently incon-
sistent. The other (lay lie was strongly
in favour of this Murchison line being
handed over at once to a private companY ;
to-dayL h 7le objected to it bjecausel9 thle
Government had not given him sufficient
iniformiation about the rouLte. The country
which this line would traverse was to a
certain extent of uniform conforimity as
regards its adaptability for railway coni-
strue-tion. The engineering diffiulties
were aLs nothing compared with thuse: on
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the Bridgetown line, as to which there
was not a murmiur from the hion, mnember.
The lion. memiber should at least try to
be consistent in his attacks u1pon the
Government, and when he accused other
people of all sorts of political niis-
deieanours lie should be sure that his
own chiaracte .r as a politician was free
from suspicion, and that there -was no
groundl for b)elievjig that, when lie was
advocating, particular views in that House,
lie3 was not there as a special pleader for
a special ob~ject. As to tihe question of
letting this line in "ections, hie mnight say
that his earliest associations were con-
nected with rilIway undertakings, his
father having been associated with rail-
way construction inl Queensland; and hie
might state, as the result of his own
knowledge and experience, that the .sys-
temn of letting railway contracts ina section s
had been found i practicable in that
colony. He believed it would be the
samie here. The only conditions that
were favourable to that system of conl-
struction. were the existenc e of different
ports of shipment, at either end of the
line, so that the material could he landed.
at either end, and used fromn either end,
without having to carry it over the line.
There was one suggestion, however, hie
should like to offer, more particularly with
reference to the Coolgardie line, and that
was, that, if practicable, after the surveys
were made, the construction of earth-
works and surface formation should be
let at schedule rates.

MIR, LEFROY said hie hlad been inl
accord with the lion. memnber for the
Swan when hie expressed his desire to see
a loan proposed for a sin alley amnount
than a million and a. half; but, as it a-,i)
peared to be the opinion of the majority
that the loan should not be for less, it
would be useless for hi mm to attempt to
have it cut down, mecrely for the sake of
trying to cut off a little fromn this item
and a. little from that item. At the same
time, hie was still of opinion that there
were many people in the colony who would
have been glad if this Bill had only been
for a million, instead of this larger sum.
With regard to this Murchison railway,
no doubt it wa a very important line, and
should hie proceeded witi ats early as pos-
sible. He hoped it would not only tend
to develop the mining industry, hut also
be of great assistance to the pastorahists

in that part ofI the colony. There was no
doubt they hlad had a great deal to con-
tend with in the past, and it would he at
boon to themn, with the present price of
wool, to he able to gret it to mnarkect at a
little less cost.

blu. LEAKE would like to say one or
two words in sel-f-defence after what had
fallen fromn the lion, miember for Cool-
garclie. During the early days of she
session Jie had been. the recipient of many
kind and encouraging words from that
lion. imenmber, and, while thianking him
for h~is past patronage, lie didi not know
that lie would care very much for ai con-
tinmtnce (if hiis f avours. The lion. mnember
was good enioughi to refer to hinti the other
clay as the eighth -wonder of the world,-
a compliment which lie highly apprc-
emated. He inight, perhaps, return the
colnJlinlnt, by assuring the lion. mer-i-
her that lie regarded hini1 as the living
wonder of that House at any rate. He
was also accused of being a special
pleader; he could only say that if his
services in that capacity would be of use
to the lion. mnember at any tinie, lie would
he only too glad to exert that special
advocacy in the lion. mnember's own
interests. [MR. MORAN: A fee, of
course.] The lion, member further ac-
cused him of inconsistency with regard

to the Bridgetown railway. He thought
lie could satisfy thme lion, memiber, -wheni
lie caine to discuss and to vote on that
item, that lie was not inconsistent. He
did not think it was for the hion. member
to accuse anyone of inconsi stency, when it
was remembered that when conducting his
election camnpaign the lion. niemiber was
a% direct opponent of the Governiiint;
whereas, since lie had been in the House,
the lion. member, having evidently swal-
lowed some Ministerial bait, had becomue
as firm a, supporter of the Governmlent
as anyoneo in the House. If one were to
estiiiatc the value of the lion, mnember's
criticisms by the miagnitude of his views
of his own importance, one might be
inclined to attach somec weight to them.
But what could the y think of such an
argument as this,: the lion. niiber
told them lie oughlt to know something
about railways, b'ecause his father had
been connected with railway construction
in Quee.-nsld There miighit he soee
thing in it, but it reinnded lin of tme
story of thme man who said lie oughPt to
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know somuething, about law because his
father was a policeman.

INR. MORAN said a little chaff now
anti then could do no harni, but when a
serious accusation was nmade against him,
without foundation, lie felt hound to
dens' it. The hion. mnember for Albany
stated that during his (Mr. Moran's)
election canipaign hie hadl been a lbitter
opponent of the Government. He wished
it to 1)e distinctly known that such at
statement, was incorrect, and he' Chat-
lcnged the lion. member, by at reference
to anyv of his addresses to the electors, to
prove his statement. Onl every occasion
that he spoke of the present Governiment
hie said lie would 1)0 most happy and
pleased to support them, if he could, in
all] they brought forward; and lie said so
still. At the samte time he0 Would never
su~rrender his right to indulge in inde-
pendent criticism of all their actions.

MRt. R. F. SHOTS1 said the lion. inen-
her for Nannine told them that Iris
objection to the Goverunment undertaking
this railway, instead of at privatte coini-
party, hadt been removed, because they
proposed to take it by the goldfields
route. Hei did not think thc lion. miem-
her knew much about the country, except
what lie gauined during hiis election caia-

ag.Thte pastoraLlists ad arighIt to be
considered ats well ats the miners, in this
matter. Re agreed with those who sug-
gcstcd that we should build these pioneer
linies ais cheaply ais possible, and hie
thoughit they should defer pa:ssing this
item until thiey' had the report of the
select committee onl light railways. With
reard to the sleepers, lie had, not the
slightest doubt in his own mnind that
steel sleepers would be cheaper in the
long run thban any local timber, and
instead of a broad gauge ntailsvay we
uight have at ligh t pioneer ratilway.

MR. A. FORREST moved that the
queistion l)e flow puit.

Putt and passed.
Item agereed to.
MI. A. FORREST moved that pro-

gress b30 reported, and leave asked to sit
again.

Question put ,ad passed.
Progress reported.
THEs PREMIER (Hon. Sir- J. Forrest)

moved th at the committee sit againl, for
the further consideration of the Bill, on
the following dlay.

MR. R. F. SHOJJL thought they should
not proceed further with the Binl until
the Premier had delivered his Budget
speech, Which lie believed Would be on
the following Monday. They would then

Ibe better' able to, judge of the financial
position of the colony. He moved, as an
amnendmient, that the committee sit again
on Monday, 17th September.

'An. WOOD protested against 'the
wvaste of time that had taken place that
afternoon. It was most aggravating to
business men to see the time of the
House Wasted ais it had been. The eon-
ducet of sonic nienihers in this respect was
more worthy of ai lot of schoolboys than
responsible legislators.

THEs PREMIER (Hon. Sir- J. Forrest)
was surprised ait the action Of the hion.
mnember for Gascoyne in moving that the
conmuiittee do not sit again until Monday.
The lion. memlber knew very well that
somec of those who were prepa1red to sup-
port the Government in passing the Bill
were going aw~ay biefore Monday. The
lion. member generally prided himself on
becing fair; (lid lie call it fair to seek to
take advantage of the absence of members,
in Order to try and carry his own point?
Surely members had ]lad long enough to
consider this Bill; it had( becen before the
House aihiost si11ce thme session opened.
'The lion. memiber seemned determnined to
have his own way, but hie (the Premier)
thought the majority had at right to 1-1l1
in the House, and ought not to be dic-
tated to by one or two members who
wished to dictate to the whole body of
mtembhers. He dlid not think the House
was going to stand it. The lion, member's
only Object was to endeavotur to coerce the
majority, and to take advantage of the
abseceC Of sonic of the Government sLIp.
porters. It was unworthy of him.

MR. R. F. SHOLTJ said lie asked the
Government, when the order of the day
Was Called, not to go on with the Bill that
afternoon, lbut wait until thme following
evening, when there would 1)e a large
number of members present. (THE
lRIERnsi: I did not object at all.] The
lion. gentleman hlad now let the cat out

of t"m bag as to why hie wanted to hiurry
On the tai It appe~ared that some of the
Government Supporters were going away
onl Friday. He was not aware of that, or
had not thought of it, when he moved the
adjournment of the debate until Monday.
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But he could now see the object of the
Premier in tr ying to rush this imiportanlt
measure through the House. As for the
remarks of the lion, memnber for West
Perth (Air. Wood), he was not aware that
the lion, member's opinions had muich
weight with the House. He had no par-
ticular wish to press his anndinent; his
only object was to have the Bill discussed
in at fuller House.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.
Ordered-That the committee sit again

on the following clay,.

SMALL DEBTS ORDINANCE AMEND-
MENT BILL.

IN COMMAITTEE.

Olauses 1 to 7, inclusive;
Put and passed.
Clause B-Either party may app~eal:
M R. JAMES moved that the following

words be added to thle end of the clause :
-" At the trial or hearing of any action

or matter in which there is a right of
appeal, the magistrate, at the request

"of either party before judgment is
"delivered, shall Inak, anote oany
"question of law raised at such trial or
"hearing and of the facts in evidence in
relation thereto, and shall state in

"writing his decision on such questions
"and facts, and his decision of the action
"or matter."

"Any person who has given notic of
appeal shall, upon p)ayment of at sumi not

"exceeding 3d. per folio of 72 words, be
"entitled to a copy of the notes of
"evidence taken by the magistrate, and
"of the note of any such questions and
"facts, and of his decision thereon."

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 9-Liberty to proceed where

personal service has not been effected:
MR. JAMES moved that the words

"or other process of ab local court" be
inserted after the word "summons," in
the first line.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clauses 10 to 19, inclusive:
Put and passed.
Clause 20-Pocdings where third

party has a lien:
MR. JAMES moved that the words

"at anly time before payment" be inserted
after the word "' garnishee.'' in the secondl
line.

Till ATTORNEY GENERAL (lion.
S. Burt) said this section had been in
force for at great inany years, and lie
rather thoughth they had better leave it as
it stood, and follow in the steps of their
fathers.

Amendnment put and negatived.
Clause agreed to.
Clauses 21 to 27, inclusive:
Put and passed.
New clause:
MRt. JAMES, in mnoving that the fol-

lowving new clause be added to the Bill,
said that the same powe~~r which lie pro-
])osed to grant in an action of tort already
existed in actions of eontnaet, and he
thought the samie course should bie openl
in other actions. He moeved the insertion
of the clause, as follows :-" Any person
"against wvhom anl action of tort Within

"'the jurisdiction of a Local Court is

:brought in the Supreme Court nay
make [II affidavit that the plaintiff has
not' visible means of paying the costs of

"tile defendant should at verdict be not
" found for the plaintiff; and thereupon
"a Judge of the Supreme Court may

make ant order that, unless the plaintiff'
shall, within a time to be therein
mentioned, give full security for the
defendant's c osts to the satisfaction of
the Registrar of the Supreme Court, or
satisfy a Judge of the Supreme Court
that he has a cause of action fit to be
prosecuited in the Supreme Court, al
proceedings in the action shall be
stayed, and in the event of the plaintiff
being unable or- unwilling to give such
security, or failing to satisfy % Judge

"as aforesaid, that the action be remitted
"for trial before a Local Court to be
"named in the order, and thereupon the
platintiff shall lodge the original writ

"and pleadings, if any, which have been
"delivered and the order with the Clerk
"of such Local Court, who shall app~oint
"a day for the trial of the action, notice
whereof shall be sent by post or other-

"wise by thle clerk to both parties or
their solicitors, and the action and all
proceedings therein shall be tried and
taken in such Court as if the action
had originally been commenced therein;

"and the costs of the parties in respect
"of the proceedings subsequent to the

order of the Judge of thle Supremeu
"Court shall hb,: allowed according to, I h
1scale of costs for the time being in use
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"in the Local Courts, and the cost of the
"order and all proceedings previously

" thereto shall be allowed according to the
scale of ecsts for the time being in utse

"in the Supreme Court. In the event of
"any action being so remitted before
the pleadings have been closed, the
Magistrate of thle Local Coitrt mnay, onl
"aplication, order p)articuhlrs, or further

-"pvrtiulars, of the claim or defence to
h Ie delivered."
Clause put and passed.
Now Clause :
MR. JAMES moved that the following

neO' chaiise be added to the Bill : - A ny
"statement under Section 38 of tile said
"Ordinance may be signdbfrth

" Clerk of ant' Local Court."
Clause 'Id and passed.
New clauses
Dirt JAMWES mnoved that the following

new clause ibe added to the Bill :- In
" any action or matter it shall he lawful
" for the magistrate to sumnion0t to his

"assistanc, in such mranner as may he
"prescribed b y Rules under this Act or
"thle said Ordinance, one or mnore persons
"of skill and experience in thle matter to
"which the action or matter relates,
who inav~ be willing to sit with the

"magpistrae and act as assessors; and
their remuneration for so sitting shall
he at such rate as prescrihed, and shall
be costs in the action or matter unless
otherwise ordered by the magistrate,
but where any lperson is proposed to he

"summoned as an assessor, objection to
bin, either personally or in respect of
his qualification, Emiv he taken by either
party in the prescribed planner." Hle

niighit say that the same clause existed in
the English Act, and also in the Acts of
the sister colonies. It did not muake it
compulsory to have these assessors, but
it inight be nleessarVy now anti then. to
call in the assistance of persons of skill
amnd experience to assist the mag,%istrate in
cases of technical disputes, where there
Wais much conflict of evidence. He had
heard mnagistrates themselves express a
desire that they could have sucht assist-
ance.

Mat. PIESSE thought it would he a
very useful addition3 to the Bill this

casSO that intag-iStrates when dealing
with difficult technicalt cases might be able
to obtain the assistance of eomp~etent
assessors.

THE AITORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) very strongly objected to the
clause. In the first place,it would double
the(, expense of litigation; and what was

Iwanted with these Small Debts Courts
was to make them ats inexpensive as
possible. rrley wanted to make this
reine cdi' swift and cheap. Taken all
through, it could not be said that
these c.ourts had not worked very'well;
but, once you started with jurynien or
anything in the(, shape of assessors, you
doubled the expense at once. Ten to one
these assessors Would disagree, and the
magistrate would, after all, have to
decide between thenm. He had heard of

Fno serious dissatisfaction with these
courts as at preet constituted, nor
any cry for reforming them, so far as
the mag ,istrates were concerned. This
Bill had alreadY reformed the pirocedure,
aind ]i1- did not think they wanted to
introduce this jur "y system into these
courts unless there was a public outcry
for it, which was not the case at present
It would only be at Fremantle, possibly
in somne shipping case, that these asses-
sors Would be of any, assistance ; and,
so far as be was aware, no necessity
had been shown for the introduction of
this new system into the Local Courts
here..

MR. LEAKE did not think the clause
was necessary. If there was any tronhie
or difficulty in dealing with a techiiical
point the magistrate as a rule reserved
his decision, and,. in thle mean time, c:on-
sulted some authority on the subject.
If there was a conflict of evidence among
the witnesses the prob~ality was that
there would be a conflict of opinion
on the part of the assessors, and the
magistrate -would have to settle the point
himself. On the other hland, if the
mvagistrate accepted the views of one
assessor and did not accept thle views of
the other, thle other would probably go
outside and say the magistrate was an
ass.

MR. JAMES said. this was no attempt
at introducing the jury systemt into
these local courts, ht simiply provid-
ing techaical assistance for ab magistrate
should lie require it. There was no corn-
pulsion about it. He believed himself
that it would be welcomed by the majority
of magistrates.

Clause put and negatived.
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New clause:
MaI. JAMES moved that the following

new clause be added to the Bill:
"Ail interpleader Summons, issucd

"under Section sixty-five of thle said
"Ordinance, shllt be returnable within
five days of the service thereof, and if

"no Court be then sitting the same shall
be adjudicated upon by the Magistrate

"sitting in Chambers."
Question put and passed.
New clause:-
MR. JAMES mnoved that the following

new clause. be added to the Bill.
"A magistrate proposing- to sueo any

" person dwelling or carrying on busi-
4"ness in any district of the Local Court
".of which lie is the Judge may bring
" his action in the Court of any adjoining
"district of which he is not the Judge;
"and any person proposing to sue a
"Judge may bring his action in any
" Court of a district adjoining the district
" of the Local Court of which the defeni-
" dant is Judge."

Question put and passed.
New clause:
Mna. JAMES moved that tlic followiug

new clause be added to the Bill.-
"Section ninety-nine of the said Ordi-

"nanice is hereby amnlded by strikingIl
0out, in second line, the words 'neither

"the value of the premises nor the
"rent payable inl respect thereof shall
"have exceeded fifty pounds,' and insert-
"ing in lien thereof the words ' the rent
"payable in respect thereof shiall not

"exceed."'
Tunb ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) mnoved a verbal amendment,
which was agreed to.

Clause, as amended, put and passed.
New clause:
Mn.- JAMES moved that the following-

new claulse bc added to the Bill:- t

"Two or miore) persons claiming or
being liable aS partners niny sue or be,

"sued in the namec of their respective
firms, if any, anid the opposite party
m'ay in Suich case apply for the namecs

"of the persons who arc partners in any
"such firm, and the Court mnay Order ail
"affidavit to be filed Stating the nameos
"and addresses of such partners. Pro-
"videdi that no execution shall be issued
"against any persons not served with the

"plaint or suons. Anx'personscm-iiyv
i-on businuess in the name of a firnn

"apparently consisting of inore than one
person may ,1)0b sued in the namne of

'Suich firil.''
Question put and Passed.
Nwc% clause:.
Ma. JAMES mnoved that the following

new clause be addedl to the Bill:
"Where an ttion shall1 have ben

"counlienlced, and a person, whether ;i
"party to such action or not, shall be
"resident more than 50 miles fromn the
c ourt-houseQ where the bearing of the

"action is appointed to be held ; or Ibi
" about to go and remain beyond such
"'distance Until after the hiearing, the
"party desiring to use the evidence of

" himiself or of Suich person at the hecaring
"maiy give notice Of such desire to the
'Clerk of the Court in which it is in-
"tended that thie examination hereinafter
mentioneci shiall takhe p~hlace, and which

"Court is hereafter referred to as 'The
" Court for Exam-ination.' Such notice
" shall specify the name or namecs of the
" person or persons intended to be ox-
" anied."

Mu. JAMES said this and the next fol-
lowving Sections of which lie had given
notice mnade provision for Local Court
cases where witnesses resided mnore than
fifty mniles from the nearest court-house.
Under this Bill aL more extensive juris-
diction was given to these Courts than
had been given hitherto, and it would
save a 'great deal of expense if witnesses
residing at a distance could give evidence
in the way lieproposed. Under the present
Bill you could sue aiman where part of the
liability was incurred, or part of the cause
of action arose; which yell could not do
under the existing law. The action must
be brought where the liability was in-
curred. If a nin at Kataning ordered
goods fronm a storekeeper in Perth, he
could only be sued where the caiise of
action arose. But under this Bill hie
could be s tied at either place, and1 it was
very necessary that seine prov isiona shoulId
he inade whereby~ witnesses could he
examined without bringing themi dowvn
long distances, in these sma-ll eases, when.
perhaps, the whole claim did not involve
more than £C5. Rather than. bring an
action, or rather than defend an action,
involving the bringing down of witnesses
at distance of over 60 mniles, people wouild
sooner lose their money, and he dleprived
of their legal remedy. Hie ihiought the

,-Intendwent Bill.
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clause, which was very simple, would add
very miuchi to the usefulness of the Bill.

THE, ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hion.
S. Burt) did not like the clause at a.1
Although the lion, member said it "'as
v'ery sinmple, it wouldble observed fromn the
notice paper that it took four additional
clauses to deal With it. There mnight,
perhaps, be cases arise, some time or the
other, where it might be necessary or
desirable to have a witness examined in
this way, before a miagistrate's clerk, as
the lion. member proposed; but hie d
not think that many litigants would care
to trust their cases to any evidence taken
in. that way. It required sonic considera-
tutu before they accepted these new
clauses. He moved that pogress be re-
ported. -and leave given to sit again.

Question put and passed.
Pro~gress. reported.

ADJOU RNMJENT.
The House adjourned at 6.34) px

Wednesday, 121A September. 18.94.

Railway Trucks: iutauloqnacy of supply 0r -Wharfage
Duies at Owenf s Anchorage: coliection Of-Ceine.
tory at Frenntntle-Camela: licensing of and pay-
ment of dluty on-Duty on Uroods Imported Over-
]and-O old: export dtint on-Land Corporation or
Western Australia: dispo~ml of lands by -Excss
Bill, 15M: third rending- Stirling Street (Pro.mantle) Closing Billt third reading -Patents, De-signs, and Trivde Marks Acts Amendment [il:
third reading - E mployers' Liability Bill: third
reneing-Constitntion Act Amendment, Bill: first
ieading-Adjournuent-

THE: PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Shen-
ton) took the chair at 4-80 o'clock p.m.

PRAYE-9s.

RAILWAY TRUCKS-IN ADEQUACY OF.
THz HoN. P. T. CROWDER asked:

i. If 'the Governmient were aware that
several industries dependent on the Gov-
ernment railways for haulage have su~f-
fred heavy losses, besides having been

put to great inconvenience, through the
inability of the Railway Department to
keep themt supplied with tirucks? z. (a.)
Had the Government any trucks ordered
(b.) that will arrive here within aL monthi.
(c.) or the makings of any such trucks
that can be pift together here within that
period ? 3. When will he the earliest
(late that the Government mnay look for-

Iward to reccivinig trucks from England ?
4. HOW many trucks, or the makings
of sa.te, have been ordered from Eng aicland
and elsewhere ? 5. 'Were the Govern-
muent satisfied that they were now in pos-
session of sufficient trucks aild rolling
stock to meet demands, without the pub-
lit; suffering inconvenience and loss ?

Tim COLONIAL SECRPETARY
(lion. 8. H. Parker) replied :-i. No.
z. (ft.) Yes. They have ironwork ordered

ifor 27.5 trucks. 1:o arrive here as early as
the tmaufacturers can deliver them. (b.)
None are. expected to arrive within a.
mon01th ;(c.) nor are the makings of an~y
trucks likely to be hero within that
period. 3. About the middlc of Decent-
her next. 4. Twoy hundred anrd seventy-
five. 5. 'Not enough for any length of
tinie. Stock will continually require
adding to as long as traffic keeps in-
creasing. Number of trucks in hand at
end of May, 1891 -287. Number nf
trucks in hand at end of August. 1894-
1,082. The Government are satisfied
that. with the trucks ordered, they will
hie able to mecet the reqiaircnicunts of the

4traffic without the public; suffering incon-
venience or loss. Orders for further
trucks will be sent as the traffic war-
rants.

WHARFAGE DUES AT OWEN'S ANCHOR-
AGE-COLLECTION OF.

THE, Hon. T. H. MARSHALL asked
the Colonial Secretary whether ant'
wharfage was collected for cattle.. &C..
driven over the jetty at Owen's Anchor-
arqme ?

TuE COLONIAL SECRETARY
I(Hon. 8. H. Parker) replied:-Noun has
been collected up to the present time, but
arrangements are being made with a view
to collecting wharfage.

CE31ETERY FOR FREMIANTLE.

Tanp Hon. T. HI. ARSHALL asked
the Colonial Secretary if' it was the

Mtiliray Triecks.


